
  

 

 El preterito 
   The past tense 

 

 

This presentation will probably 

involve audience discussion, 

which will create action 

items.  Use PowerPoint to 

keep track of these action 

items during your 

presentation 

 

• In Slide Show, click on the 

right mouse button 

• Select “Meeting Minder” 

• Select the “Action Items” tab 

• Type in action items as they 

come up 

• Click OK to dismiss this box 

 

This will automatically create 

an Action Item slide at the 

end of your presentation with 

your points entered. 

 



El preterito – The preterit 

Things that happened once 

Completed actions in the past 

Sequence of actions in the past 

 

 1. He broke his leg last year. 

 2.  I ate pizza. 

 3.  I woke up, brushed my teeth, ate     

 breakfast and left for work. 



Preterito - conjugaciones 

 arreglar   barrer   sacudir 

 

 arreglé       barrí         sacudí  

 arreglaste   barriste         sacudiste  

  arregló        barrió        sacudió  

 arreglamos  barrimos         sacudimos  

 arreglaron  barrieron         sacudieron 



*-ar and -er verbs have no stem changes in    

   the preterite. 

 

*There are some irregulars 

 

hacer    ir  

 

hice   fui 

hiciste   fuiste 

hizo    fue 

hicimos   fuimos    

hicieron   fueron 



 

Only -ir verbs have a stem change in the preterite. 

 

OJO:  If an -ir verb, such as sentirse or dormirse has a stem 

change in its present tense forms, then it also has a stem 

change in the preterite, only in the third person forms.      
               

    sentirse    e → i   dormirse  o → u 

 

  me sentí    me dormí 

  te sentiste    te  dormiste 

  se sintió    se durmió  

  nos sentimos  nos dormimos 

  se sintieron   se durmieron  



Mas irregulares: 

 

 1. Verbs ending in -car, -gar, and -zar 

have spelling changes in the yo forms of 

the preterite. 

 

   buscar→ yo busqué    

   jugar→ yo jugué    

   empezar→ yo empecé 

 



  Present tense - conocer means to know 
someone or to be familiar with a place or 
thing. It has an irregular “yo” form. 

  —Conoces a Jorge?      

     Do you know Jorge? 

      —No, pero conozco a su hermano.    

     No, but I know his brother. 

 

   In the preterite - met someone or got to 
know a place for the first time.  

  Yo conocí al presidente Obama cuando conocí  

             la ciudad de Washington.  



Ponerse and decir 

*Ponerse can be followed by an adjective or by “a” plus „an 

  infinitive‟ to say how someone reacted to something at a  

  specific point in the past.  

 

*„Decir‟, followed by „que‟, is used to tell what someone 

said.    

      me puse   dije  

       te  pusiste           dijiste  

–  se  puso            dijo 

       nos pusimos       dijimos 

–  se pusieron       dijeron 



Ser and estar - irregulars 

„Ser‟ is identical to „Ir‟.     

 

  ser    estar 

 

  Fui   estuve 

  Fuiste  estuviste 

  Fue   estuvo 

  Fuimos  estuvimos 

  Fueron  estuvieron 



 

 

 

 

-er or -ir verbs like caerse have a stem that ends in a 

vowel - the i of the third-person preterite changes to y: 

 

  -ió → -yó   -ieron → -yeron. 

 

 In all other forms the i has a written accent mark (í) to 

show that the í is pronounced as a separate syllable.  

       

     

    caerse  

me caí    nos caímos 

te caíste   se cayeron 

       se cayó 

 
 Ese gato travieso se subió al refrigerador y se cayó 

en la basura. 



Leer y construir….cont. 

Leer and construir also have a stem 

that ends in a vowel and follow the 

same pattern as caerse.   

 

 -¿Leyeron toda la novela anoche!? ¿No 

durmieron? 

- Ellos construyeron una casa en la 

ciudad. 

 

 


